Timeline of Events 1919-1939

	1918
	· End of the First World War – 11 November 1918 – armistice signed.

	1919
	· Paris Peace Conference – Big Three – Woodrow Wilson (US); Lloyd George (GB); Clemenceau (Fr.) disagree over how far they want to punish/weaken Germany; Wilson is guided by 14 points; Britain and France by self-interest; Neither Britain nor America suffer the war damage of France; British public share French desire to make Germany pay; Clemeanceau wanted to see Germany weakened and broken back down into its pre-1871 states and was disappointed but got reparations; Wilson was disappointed by lack of disarmament but was pleased to see a League of Nations established; Britain wanted a less harsh treaty but was pleased to see the German Navy scrapped and for German colonies to be placed under British control.  Wilson did not welcome imperial mandates which went against self-determination.  
· Treaty of Versailles signed in June
· The first 26 articles of the Treaty of Versailles formed the Covenant of the League of Nations, which gave the League its purpose, which was to Stop Wars, Improve lives, (seek) Disarmament and Enforce the treaty of Versailles.
· It was designed to achieve its aims by means of moral condemnation, Arbitration and Sanctions.

· Versailles was hated by Germany because of Guilt clause (including reparations) Army reductions; Rhineland demilitarized; German loss of territories; exclusion from the League; Extra clauses that prohibited Anschluss.  Finally, it was resented because it was seen as a diktat – yet Germany had not surrendered.  Germany had not been the aggressor and therefore should not be held responsible for the war.
· Treaty of St Germain (with Austria) which removed territories to Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Poland and Italy; its army was restricted to 30,000 and Anschluss was forbidden. 

· Treaty of Neuilly (with Bulgaria) also signed.  These limited armed forces a- to 20,000 and ordered to pay £100 million in reparations – but was treated less harshly that other Central Powers.


	1920
	· Treaty of Trianon (with Hungary) led to the territories being lost to Romania, Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia; with three million Hungarians moving to other states.; it was never able to pay reparations, though ordered to.

· Treaty of Sèvres (with Turkey) – led to losses of territory to Greece and British and French mandates; including Egypt, Tuniisa and Morocco.  Treaty of Lausanne (1923) would later return Smyrna to Turkey. 
· Setting up of the League of Nations – structure included Secretariat; Council; Assembly; Commission for Health, International Labour Organisation; Refugee commission; Mandate Commission; Slavery Commission (Scachirms). 
· Vilna – League allows to Poles to keep Vilna (had been given to Lithuania)
· Kapp Putsch in Germany in reaction to Versailles.


	1921


	· Upper Silesia – plebiscite organised by League leads to region being peacefully divided between Poland and Germany
· Aaland Islands – Sweden accepts League’s decision that Finland to gain control

· Washington Conference – USA, Britain, France and Japan agree to limit size of navies; Britain gives up its two-power principle; expansion of Japanese navy permitted – will prepare basis for Japanese imperial ambitions in the 1930s


	1922


	· Rapallo Treaty – USSR and Germany re-establish diplomatic relations – will include secret agreement to develop German military.

	1923


	· Corfu Incident – following the murder of General Tellini, Mussolini demanded compensation from Greece and bombarded and occupied Corfu – League decided that it would hold the compensation until such point as Tellini’s killers were found; Mussolini persuaded it to change ruling in his favour and got Greece to pay compensation directly to Italy; he withdrew from Corfu boasting of his triumph. 
· French Invasion of the Ruhr leading to Hyperinflation in Germany
· Gustav Stresemann becomes chancellor in Germany and establishes a new currency with the help of American loan.
· Munich Beer Hall Putsch sees Hitler arrested and put in prison for 9 months where he dictates Mein Kampf.


	1924


	· Dawes Plan – enables Germany to meet its reparation obligations to Britain and France without risk of bankruptcy.  This agreement removes the most significant barrier to international peace.
· Geneva Protocol – drawn up by Britain and France – it stipulated that if two members were in dispute they would have to ask the League to sort it out the disagreement and they would have to accept the Council’s decision.   But a new election in Britain returned the Conservatives to power who refused to sign it because they believed it would force Britain to accept things that were against its interests. The failure weakened the league.


	1925


	· Locarno Treaties signed – Germany finally accepted Treaty of Versailles’ in relation to its western frontiers with France and Belgium.  Britain promised to protect France if Germany violated this border.
· Germany accepted that the Rhineland would remain a demilitarized zone.

· France and Germany agreed to settle any future dispute through the League.

· Germany agreed that in any future dispute over Eastern frontiers would not be settled by force.
· Bulgaria – Greeks invade Bulgaria – accept League order to withdraw & pay compensation; they see it as a double-standard.  Italy was supported by the League over Corfu.
· Berlin Treaty – Germany and USSR renew Rapallo.


	1926


	· Germany joins the League of Nations, as a result of the ‘Locarno honeymoon’

	1927


	

	1928


	· Kellogg-Briand Pact signed – agreement of 65 nations not to renounce war as a means of settling disputes.

	1929


	· Wall Street Crash (September) leads to worldwide economic depression

	1930


	· World economic depression deepens.

	1931


	· 1931-1933 Manchurian Crisis –
· unable to produce enough food to feed its own population, Japan depends upon exports to fund food imports.  Smoot Hawley Tariff in America damages the Silk industry.  Nationalists within the Kuomintang army seek a solution to Japan’s economic problems by means of establishing a Pacific empire.
· Mukden incident – September – Kuomintang claimed that Chinese had sabotaged a portion of its Manchurian railway and in retaliation they threw out the Chinese forces.


	1932


	· 1932 Disarmament Conference begins (ends in 1934) – achieves nothing (leads to Germany leaving League)
· Manchurian Crisis deepens
· February – Japanese army sets up a puppet government in Manchuria, now called Manchukuo.

· China appealed to the League; Japan claimed it was acting in self-defence because China existed in a state of anarchy.  

· Lord Lytton presented report on the situation in September – a full year after the Mukden incident.  It ruled that Japan had acted unlawfully.

· Meanwhile Japanese forces bombed Shanghai;



	1933


	· Japanese announced (February) that they intended to invade more of China, claiming it was necessary for self-defence.

· League voted 42-1 in favour of Lytton Commission’s findings (only Japan opposed (February 24th);
· Japan leaves League of Nations (March 27th).  
· No sanctions had been imposed – largely because Britain was worried about the war escalating and spreading to some of its own colonies (as it would during WWII);
· Hitler becomes chancellor of Germany (January) – his goals are to destroy Versailles; unite all German speakers (Grossdeutsch; volksgemeinschaft); expand German territory (Lebensraum); defeat communism.
· Hitler proposed that Germany would not rearm if ‘in five years all other nations destroyed their arms’; in June Britain produced an ambitious disarmament plan.
· Germany leaves League of Nations (October)
· Germany begins rearmament



	1934


	· Dolfuss affair – Nazis in Austria assassinate the Austrian Chancellor in the hope of bringing about an Anschluss.  Mussolini marches his troops to the Brenner Pass and Hitler backs away from confrontation.
· December - Wal-Wal incident  - beginning of Abyssinian Crisis – and the origins of the 2nd Italian-Abyssinian War (the first – in 1896) had ended in disaster as Italy was defeated by Abyssinian tribesmen.  Mussolini wanted to avenge that defeat and to build an Italian empire).

	1935


	· Saar plebiscite (January – Saar region chose to return to Germany. This was a massive boost to the German regime’s reputation.
· Stresa Front formed (April) – Britain, France and Italy pledge to oppose Hitler’s attempts to rearm Germany.  Abyssinia was not mentioned – indicating that Britain and France would turn a blind eye so long as Mussolini sided with them against Hitler.
· A ballot of British people showed that a majority supported the use of military force to defend Abyssinia if necessary.
· Following this Samuel Hoare, the British foreign minister, gave a speech about the value of collective security.

· Germany introduces conscription and admits the existence of a Luftwaffe (air force).
· Anglo-German naval agreement – Germany agrees to keep its naval fleet to 35% of the British Navy. This agreement is in breach of Versailles, represents a bilateral agreement and France feels it is a betrayal of Stresa Front.  

· Abyssinian crisis deepens
· League Commission (after 8 months of deliberation) found neither side responsible for the Wal Wal incident (September);
· October – Mussolini launches full scale invasion of Abyssinia without declaration of war.

· October 7th – League of Nations declared Italy to be the aggressor and began slow process of imposing sanctions which did not include oil or coal.  The US increased exports to Italy and Britain and France kept Suez open to Italian shipping.

· Hoare-Laval (December) – whilst sanctions discussions were still taking place, Samuel Hoare and Pierre Laval of France proposed a plan that would have ended the war but allowed Italy to control large areas of Abyssinia.  Mussolini agreed to the plan but when news of it was leaked there was an outcry.  Hoare and Laval both resigned and the plan was dropped. The perception spread that France and Britain were not serious in their support for League principles.


	1936


	· German troops remilitarise the Rhineland (March 6th) – British acquiescence in this was seen by the French as a betrayal of Locarno.
· France increasingly looked towards a static series of defensive fortifications known as the Maginot line for protection from a future German invasion.
· Mussolini formally annexes Abyssinia May 9th.
· Anti-Comintern Pact – agreement signed by Germany and Japan (and, in 1937, by Italy) to limit Communist influence around the world. This new alliance called the Axis Alliance.


	1937


	· Italy leaves League of Nations
· Spanish Civil War – Germany and Italy test out their new methods of warfare (eventually ends in 1939 with victory for the Nationalists under Franco)

	1938


	· Anschluss with Austria (March 12)
· Munich Agreement (September) – Sudetenland (western border region of Czechoslovakia) to be given to Germany


	1939


	· Hitler invades rest of Czechoslovakia (March)

· USSR-Nazi agreement Nazi-Soviet Pact signed – called the Pact of Steel (August)
· Hitler invades Poland (1 September)
· World War II begins (2 September)



