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abolished by the Allies after the Second World War.
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s, dynastic marriages and
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IRON KINGDOM | )

the Great’s pre-emptive strike of 1756 was refashioned into a ‘German,
even Pan-German’ feat of arms, 18

There was nothing especially novel about thig conflatj

= revealed that denigration of ‘the Prussiang’®
sian with the German past — the cen j i
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n Cross to Frederick the Great and

g from the front on leave: ‘After
the war, we’]] talk French, but better French than Prussian, we’re sick

- and tired of that . Other reports from 1917 warned of intensified

€. Itis a telling detail that the SR

first German victory in the east, the envelopment and destruction of |
the Russian 2nd Army on 26— 3T August, was not named after one of
the obscure East Prussian locales — Griinfliess, OBE&O?P Kurken -,,,m
around which it actually took place but after Tannenberg, some thirty
kilometres away to the west. The name was deliberate]

- became evep more a

- Under this antique statute, the twenty-four army

heir respective deputy

» who were invested with near-dictatoria] powers.
existence of the Prussian kingdom a ;

eastern Germanic colonization.
Far from consolidating a disti

e Empire as a whole,
ence of war had-a corrosive effect

wastage and disorder as the ‘twenty-odd
t out with the civil administrations across

] ( except in Bavaria, where the district commands were sub
toughened the sinews of the imperial executive i :

ject
0 the authority of the Bavarian ministry of war).12!
ful trans-regional authorities and accelerating

as a community of solidarity E,.

creating new relationships of interdependence: the damage and dislo- |

cation inflicted on Eagt Prussia, for example, during the brief Russian §
Occupation prompted 2 massive wave of charitable donations from
across the Empire, Billeting, military service and the
organized forms of relief and social pr

~ typal products of the Prussian military establishment. Paul von Hinden-
burg und Beneckendorff (born in 1847) hailed from 3 Junker officer

ily i attended the cadet schools at

born in 1865) was the son of
who had been trained“in the
-Haus at Pl6n, Holstein and the cadet schoo]
ar Berlin. Ludendorff Was a jumpy, nervous
olent mood swings. Hindenburg, by contrast

- Wahlstatt and Berlip. Erich Ludendorff (
- an estate owner in. the same province
Royal Prussian Cadetten
at Gross-Lichterfelde ne
‘Workaholic prone to v;

Masuria, where attachments to the Hohenzollern state

been strong. ‘the last traces of the re-national Prussian ident; fell prey.
g, P P
to an all-German patriotism *119
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IRON KINGDOM

g MERGED INTO GERMANY
1

Wwas a towering, charismatic figure with bristling moustaches and an 8 what Germany needed in he

r darkest hour was ‘the strong man, who
almost rectangular head; he radiated calm an  alone can save us from the abyss’.’ That neither William IT nor Chan-

. cellor Bethmann Hollweg qualified for this role went without saying.

4 Having acquired the most powerful military post in the Empire by
means of blackmail and insubordination, Hindenburg and Ludendorff
now proceeded to undermine the authority of the civil leadership. One
by one, they forced the Kaiser to dismiss ministers and senjor aides who

appeared antipathetic to their objectives. Early in July 1917, when they

Was a supremely effective
ady retired from the army.

burg was the more gifted communicator. It
wartime partnership.122 Hindenburg had alre
at the age of sixty-four in I911, but he was

battles of Tannenberg and the Masurian Lakes ANmrmo August andl |

6-15 September 1 914), Hindenburg was appointed supreme commander.
of German troops on the eastern front. ,.

By the winter of 1 914, a rift had opened within the German military |
command. Erich von Falkenhayn, Chief of the General Staff and s
favourite of the Emperor, argued that the key to ultimate success lay on .w.nrmunm:oﬂ. To save the Kaiser further agonizing, Bethmann resigned
the western front and was determined to commit the bulk of German @8 o days later. His departure marked a fundamental break in the politi-

» Hindenburg and Ludendorff, 8 ca] history of the Empire. Henceforth, the Emperor was largely at the
mercy of the ‘Siamese twins’. The military command intervened exten-

remained in office and the Prussian franchise reforms were duly
announced on 11 July. On the following day, in yet another spasm of
insubordination, Hindenburg and Ludendorff telephoned: their resig-
nations to Berlin, insisting that they could no longer work with the

On 11 January 191 5> Hindenburg - in a moye.

the economy for total warfare. Germany remained under what was
ory of the Prussian army — threatened to resign

mmnn%mq a military dictatorship until the last days of the war.
Falkenhayn remained in post
undermined his authority,

A KING U_m%}PWHmU THE STATE

> William finally bowed to the REMAINS
Inevitable, dismissed Falkenhayn, and appointed Hindenburg Chief of
the General Staff, with Ludendorff a5 his quartermaster general. E

There was a popular dimension to this ascendancy of the B_.:BQ..,

leadership. A cult unfolded around the thick-set general; his likeness,

> was endlessly reproduced andl |

 The last days of the Prussian monarchy were attended by bathos rather
. than tragedy. William II had been shielded by his entourage from the
- worst news about the collapse of the German offensive of 1918. He was

... . o . ,, at was inevitable and imminent. William’s future as sovereion
exhibited in public spaces. ‘Hindenburg statues’, wooden colossi erected A . .
; - . as Now In question. During the last weeks of the war, the issue was
Il town squares and studded with devotional nails purchased with Iy widely d d I hi lati
creasingly widely discussed, especially a er the censorship regulations
donations to the Red Cross, sprang up across Germany Hindenburg o 24 v » =P . . P 5
ere relaxed in mid-October. It acquired a heightened immediacy from
seemed to answer the longing felt in some quarters during the war fors A f the Am te to the G ¢ of
, e wording of the efican note to the German government o
Fithrer whose authority and power over friend and foe alike would be B : 8

- Bethmann Hollweg’s dismissal. At first the Emperor held firm: Bethmann

sively in civilian life, introducing new labour regulations and mobilizing

R
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IRON KINGDOM MERGED INTO GERMANY

on of the Empire.

- Dolitical events soop outpaced and pre-empted the anguished deliber-

. ations at Spa. At two o’clock on the aft

53. Buy War Bonds! Times are
Hard, bz Victory is Certains

Poster designed by Bruno Payl,

ment of abdication (he eventually did
1917,

* 28 November). When it became clear t
of the question, the royal train cha

hearing that parts of the railway to
. contro] of ‘revolutionaries’, the royal

$O in respect of both thrones on
hat a return to Germany was out
nged course for Holland. Upon
the border had fallen under the
party shifted to a small convoy of
November 1918, William crossed .
§ country for ever.
There is - if ope takes the long view
“sober Dutch conclusion to the story
> and questions'argse asto @ Elector John Sigismund’
* homage to the robugt po
~ lic. It was here that the
- during the darkest years
abdication, and eyen that hj ¢ at headquarters might revive @8 Calvinist ruling House o
German morale at the front and thus trj
fortunes.1s 1 reality,

bower anywhere that cap [...]disturb the peace of the
world’, and added ominously that ‘the Power which hag hitherto ¢
trolled the German natiop i of the sort here described. It g Wwithin

choice of the German nation to alter jt.”12¢ Many Germang inferred from
this communication that only whol

— something poignant in this .
of the Hohenzollern monarchy,
§ conversion to Calvinism in 1613 had been a
litical and military culture of the Dutch Repub-
young Frederick William found a safe refuge
of the Thirty Years War, and it was from the
f Orange that he chose his wife. In later years

William left the capital for
people close to him who

erick William II. The close family connection served as a pretext for .
Prussia’s Dutch intervention of 1787, when Frederick William II led 2
small invasion force into the Netherlands to secure the authority of the

House of Orange against the machinations of the French-backed “Patriot
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